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Foreword to the 2017 edition:

Much has changed in our ministry since these companion editions were published.  So I 
thought I would take this opportunity to update the reader on what is going on in the 
LC-MS within Jewish missions.

In 1973, at the encouragement of Rev. Bruce Lieske, their pastor, St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church in Philadelphia submitted a memorial to the 1973 convention of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod, titled “To Facilitate Gospel Proclamation among Jews.” The
synod ultimately referred this issue to an ad hoc committee, headed by Dr. Erwin J. 
Kolb then the Executive Director for Evangelism of the LC-MS.  You can find these and 
related documents in Appendix A on page 148.

This beginning grew into what is now Lutherans in Jewish Evangelism (LIJE), founded 
in 1981.  Rev. Lieske became its Founder and first Executive Director, and LIJE became 
the first mission society outreach of the LC-MS since World War II. There are 
6,000,000 Jewish people in the United States, accounting for 45% of world Jewry.

To minister to this community, we help prepare congregations for ministry to Jewish
people through preaching, teaching, writing and workshops while developing branches
that are active and intentional in evangelism to the communities where God has placed 
them.  We affirm and seek to be faithful to St. Paul’s proclamation, “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation 
to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile” 
(Romans 1:16).

The vision of LIJE is two-fold:

• First, LIJE seeks to engage in intentional evangelism within every significant Jewish 
community in the United States, sharing Y’shua (Jesus) with all people and especially 
the Jewish people.

• Secondly, LIJE seeks to connect congregations for training in evangelism and to help 
our churches understand the Jewish roots of their faith.

These companion books were written to help facilitate those goals with the expressed 
goal of opening mission branches in every city in the United States with a population of 
20,000 or more Jewish people.  There are 39 such areas in this country!

When these books were written, I was a fairly new believer, having come to faith in 1991 
through the ministry of St. John's Lutheran Church in Denver, and began my ministry 
with a Jewish outreach organization in Denver, CO, called Menorah Ministries where I 
was serving as a volunteer missionary on the campus at the University of Colorado.  By 
1996  I was attending Concordia Seminary and had not heard much about the existing 
Lutheran mission to the Jews when I met Steve Cohen.  He was then the field counselor 
and advisor to LIJE.  In 1996 he left Jews for Jesus and came full-time with LIJE  and 



moved to St. Louis.  We worked together to found The Apple of His Eye Mission Society, 
which was ostensibly intended to be a missionary training center, working with LIJE.  
But it ended up effectively operating as a competing mission to the Jews, causing a lot of 
confusion within our church body.  So Steve and Bruce decided to separate their work. 
Steve left the ministry of LIJE but continued to operate under LIJE’s street name of 
“The Apple of His Eye.”  

Because of all this confusion, LIJE determined to open new mission branches under the 
name of “Burning Bush Ministries” to distinguish itself from Steve’s new ministry, and 
in 1999, opened a new branch of mission in Detroit, MI, the first of “Burning Bush 
Ministries.”

However, two branches of ministry were still open, St. Louis and New York, operating 
under the “Apple of His Eye” name.  Both branches were attached to messianic-
Lutheran congregations, Congregation Beth El in Queens, New York, and Congregation 
Chai v’Shalom in St. Louis, where I have the privilege of pastoring.  

Congregation Chai v’Shalom was founded in 1998, celebrating its first worship service 
on April 18, 1998, about a year-and-a-half since beginning mission work in St. Louis. 
Then, in 2005, Bruce retired and LIJE called me to serve as its second Executive 
Director, and has moved its offices to St. Louis, MO, where it continues a variety of 
ministries under the structure of LIJE, such as The Apple of His Eye, Burning Bush 
Ministries, and Aish HaEmeth, our Center for Jewish-Christian studies. 

Unfortunately, in 2008 our ministry and congregation in Queens, New York closed as 
the missionary there took a call to serve a traditional Lutheran congregation.  But, we 
have opened new mission stations in Atlanta and S. Florida, and continue to minister in 
Detroit, St. Louis and Orlando, and work with partner ministries to serve in the Ukraine 
and in Israel.  We are actively working with congregations in the New York metro area to 
reopen our New York branch.  LIJE continues as a faith-minstry of the LC--MS, 
and as such relies on the regular support of those to whom God has called 
to sustain it with their gifts and prayers.

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.  
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field” (Matthew 9:35-38).  

--Rev. Kevin Parviz, Executive Director
















































































































































































